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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed July 17, 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. On pages 6-8 applicant argues that Custers in view of Best in view of Ito 
in further view of Fujita et al fails to teach, disclose, or fairly suggest the following 
limitations: "Providing to a user, during play mode of operation, an opportunity to select 
a bookmark, representing a corresponding location within the stored information, from 
among a plurality of bookmarks responsive to user input" and "changing to playing back 
the stored information from the location corresponding to the selected bookmark during 
the play mode of operation" as recited in independent Claim 1 . Custers discloses in 
Column 6 Lines 20-47 the corresponding location of any point of stored information from 
user input. Furthermore, it is described in Column 4 Lines 24+ that a corresponding 
location at any point is stored and thereby meets the limitations as recited in Claim 1 . 
Furthermore, Best discloses the ability for the user to select a bookmark for 
representing a point in the video as recited in Column 9 Lines 15+. Although, all of 
applicants points are understood the examiner can not agree and therefore the rejection 
is maintained. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set 

forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
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matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 1, 2,3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Custers (US 5,063,547) in view of Best (4,659,026) in further view of Ito et al (US 
5,499,221) in further view of Fujita et al (US 5,974,219). 
[claims 1 & 11] 

In regard to Claims 1 and 1 1, Custers et al discloses a method and apparatus of controlling a system for 
processing stored information on a storage medium, comprising the steps of: 

(a) Playing back stored information during operation mode (Figure 1 element 3 stores 
information during playback mode); 

(b) Providing to a user, during play mode of operation, an opportunity to select a bookmark, 
representing a corresponding location within the stored information, from among a plurality 
of bookmarks responsive to user input (Column 6 Lines 20-29 describes the selection of 
bookmark/flags to be used); 

(C) Changing to playing back the stored information from the location corresponding to the 
selected bookmark during the play mode of operation, characterized in that step includes: 
o Determining the number and maximum number of bookmarks, which may be 
associated with the storage medium (Figure 3 shows blocks of memory where a 
code is assigned to each block thereby the code becomes a bookmark to the data. 
Only a certain number of blocks can be held depending on the storage medium 
size. Thereby it can be said the number of bookmarks can be determined due to 
the number of blocks of data are present as well as the maximum number of 
bookmarks by comparing the number of blocks that are able to fit in the storage 
medium as described in Column 4 Lines 31+); 
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o Generating an on-screen menu displaying the maximum number of the plurality 
of bookmarks available and the actually available ones of the plurality of 
bookmarks associated with the storage medium (Column 4 Lines 40+ describes 
showing the sequence number/bookmarks to the user. Figure 1 element 13); 
however, fails to clearly disclose 

■ Providing a user, during play mode of operation, an opportunity to select 
a bookmark, representing a corresponding location at any point within 
the stored information, from among a plurality of bookmarks responsive 
to user input; 

■ a menu allowing the user to perform one of the following: setting a new 
bookmark, selecting a bookmark and clearing the selected bookmark, 
selecting a bookmark and play back the stored information from the 
location corresponding to the selected bookmark; and undo a previously 
performed operation while continuing to watch the program information 
playback in a background portion of the video display; 

■ providing the user the opportunity to select a book mark, representing a 
corresponding location at any point within the stored information. 

Best discloses a video entertainment system wherein prompted commands/bookmarks prompts the user to 
choose the outcome of the current program while in playback mode as described in Column 9 Lines 15- 
23. Furthermore, during playback mode a user will be presented a situation wherein the user will select 
the outcome of the character via use of bookmarks as seen in Figure 10 and further disclosed in Column 6 
Lines 10-20. The bookmarks are presented via text or voice which allows for a new bookmark to be set 
and clears the current bookmark or undo a previous performed operation by selection process, as seen in 
Figure 9 steps 402 through 410. Furthermore, by using the technique of advance scheduling of 
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bookmarks insures that there is no discontinuity or pause in either video or audio and that both remain in 
sync through the cue table rescheduling as described in Column 9 Lines 60-64. Thereby, allowing the 
user to select command cues/bookmarks of the program allows the user to set new, clear, or undo 
previous bookmarks of the currently played program. Ito et al discloses a CD-Rom retrieval apparatus 
which retrieves positions wherein the user has left a bookmark at any position on the recording medium 
as described in Column 12 Lines 25-34. This feature provides the user the opportunity to retrieve 
information from any point on the recording medium and thereby allows the entire data to be very easily 
accessed. Fujita et al discloses a system wherein markers can be set in any location of the data stream as 
seen in Figures 1 and 7 and described in Column 16 Lines 5+. The ability to set bookmarks at any 
location of the data stream provides the user the opportunity to edit or mark locations that they deemed 
appropriate and thereby providing an efficient overall system. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to have an apparatus for automatically reproducing a user defined selection 
of bookmarks, as disclosed by Custers et al, and incorporate a menu which allows the user to select new, 
undo or delete bookmarks as desired without interrupting current playing of the video system, as 
disclosed by Best, which allow the user to have full control over the video system and the desired playing 
features without disrupting the program and furthermore provide the user the opportunity to place 
bookmarks at any point in the recording medium, as disclosed by Ito et al, while additionally including 
the ability to set bookmarks at any location, as disclosed by Fujita et al. 
[claim 2] 

In regard to Claim 2, Custers et al discloses a method comprising the steps of: 

• Grouping the plurality of bookmarks into sets each having a predetermined number of 
bookmarks (Figure 2 shows the index table comprising serial data in the form of groups 
of data used to group bookmarks together); 

• Storing each group of bookmarks (Column 4 Lines 9-11); 
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• Providing to the user an opportunity to retrieve a desired set of bookmarks (Column 4 
Lines 45-50). 

[claim 3] 

In regard to Claim 3, Custers et al discloses a system that changes the playback of stored 
information corresponding to location of data of a bookmark (Figure 1 element 3 processes the playback 
information while element 6 changes the stored information corresponding to the location of the selected 
bookmark); however, lacks to provide a user an opportunity to select a first and second bookmark from 
among the plurality of bookmarks. Best discloses a system wherein the user has various bookmarks to 
choose and select between within the system as described in Column 9 Lines 1 5-27 the various types of 
bookmarks and seen in Figure 10 the choice of run or fight. 

Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use 
Custers et al system of storage of bookmarks and incorporate a system that gives the user a first or second 
choice bookmark to select between, as disclosed by Best, which allows for the user to have more control 
and selection of the video program, 
[claims 4 and 10] 

In regard to Claims 4 and 10, Custers et al discloses a method wherein the step of selectively continually 
repeating the playback of the stored information from the location corresponding to the first selected 
bookmark to the location corresponding to the location of the another bookmark, in response to user 
control (Column 3 Lines 7-20 describe the storing of selections as well as changing the selection when 
user selects another bookmark to be used), 
[claims 5 & 7] 

In regard to Claim 5, Custers et al discloses a method wherein the storage medium is a CD disk, 
and wherein the step of determining the bookmarks actually present for the particular CD disk comprises 
evaluating data related to the CD disk in non-volatile memory in the disk player (Column 2 Lines 12+). 
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Examiner takes official notice that it is obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
incorporate a DVD system, over Custers et al system comprising a CD player, in order to allow the user 
easier accessibility as well as a larger storage medium, 
[claim 6] 

In regard to Claim 6, Custers et al discloses a method of determining whether a bookmark is 
selected; however, lacks a mode of operation enabling user access to bookmarks during play mode of 
operation is enabled. Best discloses a system as seen in Figure 2 wherein it is detected if bookmarks are 
to be enable by the comparator 69 to enable access to the bookmarks. Therefore, by incorporating modes 
that enable or disable access to the user allows for the system to process information correctly when in 
recording or playback modes. 

Therefore, it would be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to use Custers 
et al system of storage of bookmarks and incorporate a system of enabling and disabling modes to the 
users in order to allow for proper execution of the bookmark depending on the present mode of operation, 
as disclosed by Best, 
[claims 8 & 9] 

In regard to Claims 8 and 9, Custers et al discloses a method of setting a new bookmark in 
response to a user command (Column 3 Lines 7+); however, lacks comprises storing data associated with 
a pause and resume function, including the nearest NAV_PACK address, in conformance with the DVD 
specification. 

Examiner takes official notice that a pause and resume function would use NAV_PACK 
according to the DVD specification and it would be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention that a flag would be used for pointing to an address as seen in Claims 8 and 9 as the 
NAV_PACK. 

Conclusion 



Application/Control Number: 09/743,649 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2621 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jamie Vent whose telephone number is 571-272-7384. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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